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LIVERPOOL ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


T A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE, HELD ON 
MONDAY MORNING, THE 16tx OF NOVEMBER, 1840. 


THE PRESIDENT IN THE CHAIR :— 
It was Resolved unanimously, 


I. That the Committee of the Liverroot Anti-Stavery Socrery, ad- 
hering to their original and fundamental principle—the necessity of which 
is demonstrated by uniform experience—reiterate their deliberate convic- 
tion, that until slavery be abolished, the slave-trade will never cease to 
exist. 

II. That this conviction is confirmed by the history of the African In- 
stitution, founded by men of high talents and well known philanthropy, 
with the view of introducing civilization and legitimate commeree into that 
continent. Its general objects, and the views which led to its formation, 
are clearly stated in the following resolutions adopted at the constituent 
meeting on the 14th of April, 1807. 

“4, That this meeting is deeply impressed with a sense of the enormous 
wrongs which the natives of Africa have suffered in their intercourse with 
Europe ; and, from a desire to repair those wrongs, as well as from general 
feelings of benevolence, is anxious to adopt such measures as are best 
calculated to promote their civilization and happiness. 

“2. That the approaching cessation of the slave-trade hitherto carried 
on by Great Britain, America, and Denmark, will in a considerable degree, 
remove the barrier which bas so long obstructed the natural course of 
social improvement in Africa, and that the way will be thereby opened for 
introducing the comforts and arts of a more civilized state of society. 

«« 3. That the happiest effects may be reasonably anticipated from diffus- 
ing useful knowledge and exciting industry among the inhabitants of 
‘Africa, and from obtaining and circulating throughout this country more 
ample and authentic information concerning the agricultural and commer- 
cial facilities of that vast continent; and that, through the judicious pro- 
secution of these benevolent endeavours, we may ultimately look forward 
to the establishment (in the room of that traffic by which Africa has been 
so long d ) of a legitimate and far more extended commerce, bene- 
ficial alike to the natives of Africa, and to the manufacturers of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland.” 

The particular means which this society proposed to employ for pro- 
moting civilization and improvement in Africa were of the following 
kind : 

*< 1. To collect and diffuse throughout the country accurate informa- 
tion respecting the natural productions of Africa ; and, in general, respect- 
ing the agricultural and commercial capacities of the African continent, 
and the intellectual, moral, and temporal condition of its inhabitants. 

** 2. To promote the instruction of the Africans in letters and in use- 
ful knowledge, and to cultivate a friendly connexion with the natives of 
that continent. 

“* 3. To endeavour to enlighten the minds of the Africans with respect 
to their true interests; and to diffuse information amongst them respect- 
ing the means whereby they may improve the present opportunity of 
substituting a beneficial commerce in i of the slave-trade. 

“4. To introduce among them such of the improvements and useful 
arts of Europe as are suited to their condition. 

“« 5. To promote the cultivation of the African soil, not only by exciting 
and directing the industry of the natives, but by furnishing, when it may 
ot advantageous to do so, useful seeds, plants, and implements of 

us . 

“6. To introduce amongst the inhabitants beneficial medical disco- 
veries. 

“7, To obtain a knowledge of the principal languages of Africa ; 
and, as has already been found to be practicable, to reduce them to 
‘writing, with a view to facilitate the diffusion of information among the 
natives of that country. 

8 To employ suitable agents, and to establish correspondences, as 





shall appear advisable; and to encourage and reward individual enter- 
prise and exertion in promoting any of the purposes of the Institution.” 

Having signally failed, after more than twenty years’ fruitless labour 
and expense, the directors of the African Institution arrived at the con- 
clusion which they announced in the following remarkable words, at the 
end of their last report :— 

“It is in slavery that the slave-trade has ils origin ;—it is the market 
provided by the slave-holder which furnishes the direct incentive to all the 
crimes of a trade in slaves, to the murders and conflagrations which attend 
their capture, to the condensed horrors of the middle passage which follow it, 
and to the misery and desolation of a continent.” 

III. That a society having been recently formed for the extinction of 
the slave-trade and for the civilization of Africa, under the patronage of 
distinguished and honoured men, this committee have felt bound to give 
their most careful consideration to the plans it has set forth in the follow- 
ing terms :— 

“ Mr. Buxton emphatically declares that, next to christianity, (the 
great and only effectual cure) the ‘ deliverance of Africa’ is to be sought 
in calling out her owh resources. 

‘* Part of this duty devolves on government, in enforcing the treaties 
already made for the suppression of the trade—obtaining other and more 
efficient treaties with native chiefs, as well as with European and other 
powers—and promoting and protecting the legitimate efforts of individuals 
engaged in the same objact. 

** Another part devolves on individuals, which he proposes to divide 
between two associations ; namely, first, a benevolent society to watch 
over and befriend the interests of Africa; and, secondly, a company which 
shall cultivate portions of her soil. The object of the one to be charity; 
of the other legitimate gain; distinct, therefore, in their purposes, and 
separate in their management, yet both accordant in principle, and con- 
ducing to the same benevolent end. 

“The present society, adopting the benevolent and pacific portion of 
Mr. Buxton’s scheme, proposes to accomplish the followiag objects by 
agents and other suitable means :— 

“1. To make the Africans acquainted with the inexhaustible riches of : 
their own soil, and sedulously to direct their attention to its cultivation on ' 
a system of free labour. ‘To convince them, moreover, of the immeasur- 
able superiority of agriculture and innocent commerce, even in point of 
profit, over the slave-trade which excludes them. 

“ 2. To instruct the natives in agriculture and practical science ; to culti- 
vate small portions of land as models for their imitation; distribute 
agricultural implements, seeds, plants, &c.; introduce local and 
other improvements ; and suggest and facilitate the means of beneficially 
exchanging the produce of Africa for the manufactures of Europe. 

“3. To examine the principal languages of Africa, and reduce them, where 
advisable, to a written form. 

“4. To investigate the diseases, climate, and local peculiarities of 
Africa, for the benefit as well of natives as of foreign residents and 
travellers; to send out medicines and practitioners, and thus to separate 
sr of medicine from the horrid superstitions now connected 
with it. 

** 5. To co-operate by every means in its power with the government 
expedition to the Niger; to report its progress—assist its operations— 
circulate the valuable information it may communicate ; and, generally, 
to keep alive the interest of Great Britain in the suppression of the slave 
trade and the welfare of Africa.” 

From these plans the committee of the Liverpool Anti-Slavery Society 
are reluctantly constrained,from a sense of duty, to withhold their 
support. 

1. Because the present scheme appears, in their judgment, only a re- 
vival of the, African institution in a modified and less efficient form ; after 
the experience of many years have proved the entire inefficiency of such 
means as they intend to employ for the abolition of the slave-trade. 

2. Because, in particular, all treaties with civilized powers, and still 
more with the natives, having in view to secure their concurrence in such 
an object, are of doubtful utility; that, while there may be no difficulty in 
forming them, the history of the past proves incontestibly that they are likely. 
to be evaded, whenever self-interest and cupidity appear to render it 
desirable 

3. Because the profits which are known to be realized by the slave- 
trade, even as now conducted amidst considerable risks, on the admission 
of the best authorities, must render utterly nugatory all means to secure 
its extinction short of the destruction of slavery itself. Speaking of the 
failure of treaties, aud the inefficacy of laws declaring the trade piracy, Sir 
T. Fowell Buxton says, “ I will make a supposition still more utopian than 
any of the preceding. All nations shall have acceded to the Spanish 
treaty, and that treaty shall be rendered more effective. shall 
have linked to it the article of piracy; the whole shall have been 
clenched by the cordial concurrence of the authorities at home, and 
the populace in the colonies. With all this we shall be once more 
defeated and baffled by contraband trade. The power which will over- 
come all our efforts is the extraordinary profit of the slave-trader. Jeter its 
believe, an axiom at the custom-house, that no illicit tradg, o@M™b Bah 
pressed where the profits exceed $0 per cent. I will provel™ f ths: 
of the slave-trader are nearly five times that amount. ‘ Of $id 
profits of the slave-trade,’ says Commissioner Macleay, ‘ thé oy 
idea will be formed by taking an example. The last 
















a sails 5 








wm din te iii 1S 















& 
cs 
af 
Be 3 
= 
ns 
& 


ass 


















306 THE ANTLSLAVERY REPORTER. 





[ WEDNESDAY, 





PPT NEY TREES A Roe, NOB ae 


-f. 

as 

= 

Ea 

§ 

c= 

3 ae 
ta 












the mixed commission was the Firm. ** There was a clear t on 
human cargo of this vessel of £18,600, or just 180 per cent.’” [Vide 
‘* The African slave-trade and its remedy.” pp. 221, 222.] 

4. Because, while it is conceded that the introduction of pure christia- 
nity is the only available means of operating beneficially upon the natives 
themselves—of paving the way for the arts of civilization among them— 
and thus securing their own co-operation in the extermination of this 
detestable traffic; yet, in their judgment, the African Society can clearly 
do nothing directly in aid of this design; it is rather to be feared that 
their proceedings in other vp more especially in regard to an armed 
police or protecting force, will prove a serious hinderance to any effective 
steps to diffuse the gospel. 

_“ Because several of the objects stated in the above printed plan, as 
peg a ee cannot be attempted without an agency to the crea- 
tion of which the Society is avowedly incompetent ; others, although prac- 
ticable, are wholly inadequate to exert the smallest influence on the end in 
view ; and the remainder may be accomplished more cheaply, and as effec- 
tually, by existing institutions. 

6. Because, though approving the object and honouring the motives of 
those connected with this movement, convinced as they are that the 
measures proposed must prove abortive, they cannot incur the serious 
responsibility of lending their humble sanction to plans which are calcu- 
lated in their progress to divert attention, and by their failure to dis- 
courage the public mind, from those less imposing, but only feasible and 
exclusively christian efforts for the destruction of the slave-trade by the 
abolition of slavery itself. 

These reasons determine the course of the committee. They respect- 
fully submit them to thecalm consideration of all who are interested in the 
welfare of Africa, at the same time deeply regretting that they are compelled 
to differ in opinion from many whom they esteem and honour. But with 
them the cause of the abolition of slavery and the slave-trade is too sacred to 
be lightly dealt with ; and, instructed by the experience of the past, right 
principles and plans in its promotion are, in their judgment, of paramount 
importance. 

Joun Cropper, Jun., President. 
WituiamM Bevan, Secretary. 





FROM THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY FOR THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY 
a ae SLAVE-TRADE THROUGHOUT THE 


TO THE EMANCIPATED POPULATION OF OUR WEST INDIA COLONIES. 


Dear Frrenps,— We are happy to avail ourselves of the oppor- 
tunity which the return of the Rev. William Knibb affords us, to 
assure you all of our continued and undiminished sympathy and 
kindness towards you. From the period of your emancipation 
to the latest arrival from the West Indies, it has been a subject 
real satisfaction to us to receive, not only from your faithful 
christian pastors, but also from other sources, the most gratifying 
accounts of your uniform conduct—your exemplary for- 
bearance—your forgiveness of past wrongs and injuries—your sub- 
mission to constituted authority and law—your habits of sobriety 
and industry, and, in many instances and in different colonies, 
your religious consistency, zeal, and devotedness. You have 
thus approved yourselves worthy of freedom, and capable 
alike of enjoying and improving it ; you have thus justified the 
tions which, as your friends, we entertained and unhesi- 
ly avowed concerning you, and have richly rewarded the 
efforts which, along with others, we cheerfully and earnestly 
made to obtain your freedom. Persevere in such a course of 
1, upright, honourable, christian conduct, and you will 
assuredly find that it will bring its own appropriate recompense. 
“ Be not weary in well doing ; in due season you shall reap if you 
faint not.” . 

We regret, indeed, that you have any remaining causes of com- 
plaint in laws of an unjust and ——— character, and, espe- 
cially, that any new enactments should be framed to restrict 
your liberties, or violate your new-born rights as freemen ; but 
you may rest assured that no efforts on our part shall be wanting 
“- such laws altered or repealed. 

it is with feelings of great pleasure that we refer to the zeal 
which many of you have shown in favour of civil ahd religious 
liberty ; and we would thus thankfully acknowledge the liberal 
contributions which our society has already received from the 
following churches and auxiliaries :—- 

Berbice. Orange Chapel . . . . . . . £50. 
Jamaica. Brown’s Town Auxiliary ... 30 
t do. 


ss Falmouth ; ago RO. 

» St. Ann’s Bay do. Ue Bae 

si St. Catherines do. <p e Se 

2 te St. Thomas in the Valedo.. . . 30. 

i cacti ES GE OCR ae 15. 
e is asa tribute of gratitude on your to the 
all-merfal Father, through whose gracious font ence your 


liberties were secured to you ; and we cordially accept it as a 
welcome and valuable help to us in the numerous and necessaril 
expensive measures which we are still pursuing ; and on a muc 
more extensive scale, to effect the liberation of your brethren and 
sisters in every part of the world, who are still in ignominious 


_ and unnatural bondage. We cannot doubt your readiness to co- 


rate with us in this, and in every way you can, to accomplish 
‘most desirable and glorious result. Mlsetygss. ‘ 
} your example continue to show to those tribes and nations 


7 ‘of the earth which yet uphold and practise slavery, that, while it 


* Reported but not yet received.}! 








is their first and paramount duty to give liberty to their captives, 
and to let the oppressed go ies, their true Sateneuhe and happi- 
ness will be promoted, and that, as among you, they will find 
the services of voluntary and justly requited labourers far more 
valuable and productive than those of their goaded and dispirited 


bondmen. 
On behalf of the Committee, 
27, New Broad Street, JosErH StuRGE, 
London, Nov. 7th, 1840. Chairman. 





IMPERIAL BRAZILIAN MINING ASSOCIATION. 
County of Dublin, Rathfarnham, 16th Nov., 1840. 
To the Anti-slavery Society, New Broad Street, London. . 


GeytLEMEN—Having perused the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Reporter of 7th and 21st ultimo, I there find part 
of a report I some months since sent forward to the Imperial 
Brazilian Mining Association, for the purpose of refuting some 
recent statements regarding the treatment of the slaves be- 
longing to that association, and reflecting on the character of the 
esgic who had the particular charge of them, I beg to lay the 
ollowing statement before you, which is nearly a copy of what I 
refer to above. In January, 1832, I took charge of the slaves at 
Gongo Soco, and held that appointment until my retirement from 
the service of the association in January, 1839 ; a period of seven 
years ; and I now beg leave to lay before yon some facts which 
I trust will at once refute any charges t may be brought 
forward. 

I had hoped that the statement I am now about to make, (bein 
facts pans well known to all the Directors of the Imperi 
Brazilian Mining Association) would have been unnecessary from 
me, as ~*~ conduct and treatment of the slaves during the time I 
was in their service was highly approved of, and reported Eat 
Colonel Skerrett and the subsequent commissioners, as the half- 
yearly reports during that time, will clearly © aeshee 

The total number of slaves belonging to the Imperial Brazilian 
Mining Association, when I left Gongo in January, 1839, were— 
Men 174, women 116, children 123—making a total (including 
the children) of 413, and not as Mr. Kentish says, of 600, or 700. 
Their hours of work are divided into distinct portions of the day, 
namely, 6, 8, and 12 hours out of 24, according to the nature of 
the work to be performers and the locality, &c : the two latter 
classes have one hour each day for their meals, for which they 
always come to the surface, exclusive of the time expended in 
coming up and returning to their stations ; the last named class, 
or those who worked twelve hours, were solely employed on the 
surface, and never under ground. The six hours’ men were those 
who worked in wet places, and remained that time only under 
ground, during the 24 hours; at the expiration of which they 
came to the surface, changed their clothes, and had the remaining 
——- hours to themselves, four and a-half hours of which they 
voluntarily worked at sundry jobs on the surface, to gain money ; 
which many of them did to the weekly amount of 960 reis, 
which, at the rate of exchange fixed for paying the English la- 
bourers, was weekly near four shillings e utmost any man 
worked during the week was 62 hours, and that only on the sur- 
face, Saturday always being a holiday from two o'clock. They 
never worked on Sundays, excepting on very urgent occasions, 
the necessity for so doing but bey seldom happened ; they were 
all obliged to parade in their uniform clothing, and go regularly 
to chapel every Sunday. The climate of Gongo Soco is proverbial 
as being one of the most salubrious in the world, neither epidemic 
nor malignant diseases are ever known, and the mortality amongst 
the slaves did not ave two and a half per cent per annum 
during the time I wasthere. The mine is 55 fathoms only te 4 
in one shaft, consequently not more than three or four men coul 
work at one time, and they were mepunrty relieved every six 
hours, at the same time that the English men were. During the 
whole time that I was there not a single fatal accident happened 
to the blacks in the mine ; there were some severe falls, &c., but 
in every instance they completely recovered. Every man had an 
allowance of about a quarter of a pint of rum each day, and in 
no instance were they allowed to purchase any (if found so doing 
they are liable to. be punished in various rs according to the 
degree and repetition of the offence), nor did I know of a con- 
firmed drunkard amongst them. 

No female slave was ever stripped and fl in my time: the 
men only, and that but seldom (as the punishment book in Gongo 
will prove), and only when all other lighter means of punishment 
had failed. I can conscientiously say that my motives were always 
those of justice and hpuadnity, and that no punishment took 
place unless the culprit was proved to have es guilty of the 
crime brought against him, for which he was to receive punish- 
ment: punishments were performed openly in the presence 
of the other blacks, who were first inode: inted with the 
offence committed. Colonel Skerrett,during his administration, 
always attended himself at all punishments. I am sorry to say 
this custom was discontinued: by Mr. Duval consequently I was 
always obliged to request the attendance of the medical officer to re- 
lieve my responsibility, and to prevent any false or unfair reports, 
as there were many ready to attribute to me unjust motives, 
which could not be the case to the same extent when a surgeon 
was present. Such a thing as brine having been put on the slaves” 





backs after punishment, or used in any shape, never once took 
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place. Whenever it was necessary to punish, they were always 
sent.to hospital after it, where they remained in general but a few 
minutes ; the number of lashes never exceeded 100, nor did they. 
ever amount to that but in two or three all the time 
was there. The cat-o’-nine tails is much the same as that used in 
the army, but not so severe. The piece of flattened wood spoken of 
is‘about six inches in circumference ; one dozen on each hand is 
the utmost given at any one time, and I venture to say that a 
rattan dae wish force on the hand is a much more severe and 
lasting punishment: it was never resorted to by me when it 
could be avoided. 

Iron masks there were none, they were made of tin, and were done | 
away with during the administration of Colonel Skerrett, who 
said they might possibly prevent free respiration, after which they 
were never resorted to during the time I remained. Such a thing 
as an iron collar having been = ona woman never took place ; 
and as to their being driven about the village from sunrise to sun- 
set, it is utterly and wholly without foundation. Women, when 
pregnant, do not work for two months previous to their confine- 
ment ; they remain all day in a large shed, taking care of the younger 
children (this was the regular Gale) ; and formerly they went to hos- 
pital a month or more before they expected to be confined. I am 
sorry, however, to say, that the system had been altered after the 
departure of Dr. Collier, when they were prohibited from going 
to hospital till they were in daily expectation of being confined, 
and in one instance a woman was confined in her own house ; this 
was owing to her not having been admitted into hospital when her 
time for so doing had arrived. Late regulations prohibited the 
slaves from remaining in hospital, unless they were severely ill. 
Numbers have informed me they could not work on account of 
illness, and that when they went to hospital they were told they 
were not ill, and they must go back to their work. I imme- 
diately, when they appeared to me to be ill, sent them back to 
hospital, and this in many instances several times, when the 
were, with few exceptions, again sent back to me. When this 
failed, I had no alternative left but to k them in the wine 
shed, where several were obliged to remain for many days, quite 
incapable of doing any work. Here they were exposed to the 
draft of an open shed, where children were playing and making a 
noise all the day ; this gave me great pain, and, after I had remon- 
strated with the doctor, I was driven to the painful alternative of 
reporting the matter officially in writing, but I am sorry to say 
without effect, which made me feel that I was not properly sup- 
ported, and made me desirous of quitting the service. The inju- 
Fious result this had generally, os with the severe regula- 
tions adopted in the hospital, made me acquainted with many 
cases amongst the blacks of persons severely ill, which they would 
rather endure than subject themselves to the treatment they met 
with in hospital, or to be told they were only “skulking.” A 
long correspondence took place between Mr. Duval and myself on 
this subject, but I am sorry to say it ended, like most other things, 
without redress, which determined me to give it up, which I 
did in disgust. I however, to the last, never allowed the blacks 
to work when they reported themselves ill. Two or three women, 
together with all those who may be in a forward state of preg- 
nancy, attended in a large shed for the purpose of taking care of 
the Ah ag and did no other work ; and all women, when they- 
left the hospital, after confinement always remained in this shed 
during the day, for five or six weeks before they went to light work, 
this with a fortnight or three weeks in hospital, gave them ample 
time to recover. The slaves of Gongo Soco were both well 
clothed, and well fed, regularly twice each day, with the best 

rovisions that could be procured ; they were the most healthy, 
ac and contented set of persons [ ever saw. Upwards of 
£15, was weekly distributed amongst them, with which they 
purchased what they wished for, or might require ; the only thing 
they were prohibited from purchasing was spirits, of which they 
received a moderate allowance each day. I have always regretted 
the stop put to een by Mr. Duval, of course with 
the sanction of the board, as ple | had the very worst a 
effect. The emulation it created to obtain that greatest of all boons 
to this unfortunate class of persons, and the success which attended 
the experiment was, at one period, beyond the expectations of the 
most sanguine—nothing ae surpass it, their conduct was the 
admiration of every one ing a heart to appreciate. This 
continued till after the arrival of Mr. Duval, when he informed 
me he would not free any more, because it had been found 
not to answer ; because, truly, three or four out of fifteen had 
behaved ill after his arrival in Gongo—the remaining 288 were 
therefore to suffer perpetual slavery on their account! Surely it 
would be expecting too much to suppose that a man brought A Spe 
slavery and in ignorance, could change his nature in a day. “What 
I saw of emancipation in Gongo answered my utmost expectations ; 
many were the appeals to me why ‘it was not to continue, and I am 
poe ee, that from the hour I was obliged tomake Mr. Duval’s sen- 
timents known to them, a never were the same. There were 
many at that time who ought to have had, and did expect their 
Seen, and I am pre at this moment with the names of a 
. dozen at least who would now be enjoying that erage ress 

Mr. Avaline lived to avail himself of the consent  obtai 


from the board by his predecessor. About five months after’ the | the 


arrival of Mr. Duval at Gongo, the slaves became so careless and 
indifferent, and crime gradually increased to so serious an extent, 
in consequence of an altered and new system attempted by ‘him, 
that I was obliged to represent very a Mr. Duval that, 
unless some prompt means were put in to stop it, I could 


Dh ae 





not possibly answer for the consequences, and I to 
assure him I would not remain lo porta the service of the Asso- 
ciation than to the expiration my then engagement, 10th 
January, 1837. Soon this an order was issued in which the 
entire charge of the slaves was handed over to me, and which 
remained in force up to the time of my de ; 

The disgusting nightly bacchanalian orgies mentioned by Mr. 
Kentish, in which the black women are brought naked on the 
scene never existed during the time I was there ; although I have 
heard that such did exist previous to my arrival in Gongo. 

I remain, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
: H. L. Barty. 
Late superintendent of the Gongo Soco slaves. 





COLONY OF LIBERIA. 


From. the Times. 
A casual allusion to the American colony of Liberia, in our recent 
remarks on Sir Fowell Buxton’s African Civilization Society, has 
led Mr. R. R. Gurley, the secretary of the American Colonization 
Society, who happens now to be in England, to address to us a 
letter in explanation of the objects of that institution, and of the 
colony which it has founded. We do not publish Mr. Gurley’s 
letter, but we shall briefly state some of the grounds on which we 
spoke of Liberia as a “ slave-mart,” and deprecated the creation of 
‘new slave-marts like it.” We do not a that the American 
Colonization Society engages in: the African slave-trade, or en- 
courages it, but that it finds abetters in their colony of Liberia, 
which within a very few years has become a focus of that nefarious 
traffic. For proof we refer to the following authorities :— 

In February, 1838, the British consul at Cape de Verds made 
the following communication to Lord Palmerston :—“ On the 15th 
of February, 1838, arrived at this port a vessel under American 
colours, named Monrovia, last from Liberia, with a bill of sale 
and list of crew from the collector of that colony. This vessel had 
neither a register nor a sea letter. I have ascertained, without 
doubt, that she is a vessel belonging to Don Pedro Blanco of the 
Gallinas, has put in here directed to his agent, and that a cargo of 
slaves is ready for her. There is a black man on board for a flag- 
y teeny who speaks English well. Don Pedro Blanco’s agent in 
Liberia, is J. N. Lewis, commission-merchant.” 

Again, in 1837, Captain Nicholson, of the United States’ navy, 
reported to his government, that “ within a year four slave fac- 
tories had been established almost within sight of the colony.” . 

Once more, the editor of the Liberia Herald published the fol- 
lowing remarks in the colony, in May, 1838 :—“ The first requisite 
to the prosperity and advancement of the colony is the suppression 
of the slave-trade in our vicinity. This trade been gradually 
acquiring strength for the last four years. Its ravages have been 
more fearful, and the vessels engaged in it more numerous, thanat 
any former period of the colony’s history. 

A British, an American, and a Liberian authority will suffice to 
establish the correctness of our description of Liberia as a slave- 
mart, and we must confess our surprise that a gentleman of Mr. 
Gurley’s personal respectability should, in his own:special 
ment, deny a plain fact resting on such indubitable authority. 

Mr. Gurley also calls in question a statement which some time 
age appeared in our columns, to the effect that “ the American 

olonization Society and the American colony of Liberia are 
simply devices of the slave-masters and their friends to get rid of 
the free coloured population, who are regarded as nuisances and 
standing incitements to servile insurrection :” ia opposition to 
which, Mr. Gurley contends that the society and the colony have 
been formed for the benefit of the coloured race, and the civiliza- 
tion of Africa. On this point also we cannot dwell, and we shall 
do little more than quote the lan employed in the p 
constitution of the society, describing its object. ‘ The object,” 
says this document, “to which the attention of the society is to 
exclusively directed, is to promote and execute a plan for colon-~ 
izing ( with their consent) the free people of colour residing in our 
country in Africa, or such other place as Congress deem 
most expedient.” If there is meaning in language, the object of 
the society is to colonize the free people of colour, leaving the 
slave om pg of the United States still more absolutely in the 
grasp of the slave-masters, and to colonize them in Africa or 
elsewhere : so that the civilization of Africa no more enters into 
the original conception and design, than the civilization of the in- 
habitants of any other portion ofthe globe. In the memorial of the 
managers of the society to Congress, soon after its organization in 
1816, it is stated that the correct history of the origin of the society 
“evinces that it sprang from a deep solicitude forsouthern inte : 
—and that southern interests in the United States, as contradistin- 
guished from northern interests, are theinterests ofslave-holders and 
of wee Pierre requires no proof. Hence, in the southern states 
the objects of the society are familiarly and publicly recommended 
as not at all sec hase f to weaken or endanger the institution of 
slavery, but as tending to establish, build up, and confirm it. If 
the American Colonization Society means so well to the coloured 
race, and Hias' such a determined hostility to the African slave- 
trade, why does it not look nearer home, and raise its voice against 

internal slave-trade of the United States, which, in s 
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features, is not inferior in atrocity to that which is ce 
coast of :A: and across the Atlantic ¢ ak 
- Of the»identity of his principles and plans with 
Fowell Buxton, which Mr. Gurley intimates, we shz 
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LONDON, DecEMBER 2ND. 





Simce our last publication, it has been announced that Lord 
Palmerston has signed with General Hamilton, as the represen- 
tative of Texas, a treaty with that republic. Among British 
abolitionists this step cannot but produce severe disappointment 
and indignant reprobation. It is well known that, in our humble 
sphere, our endeavours to prevent it were strenuous; and we 
confess that our mortification is proportionate. To animadvert on 
it as a measure of general policy is altogether out of our province ; 
but as bearing on the question of slavery, it affects us with afflic- 
tion and shame. That our feelings in this respect are not without 
foundation in the judgment of others as well as in our own, may 
appear by the following quotation from a recent number of the 


mes ?— 


Texas is a slave-holding country. The emigrants from the United States 
were chiefly slave-holders, and they carried their slaves with them. There 
can be little doubt that the determination to retain slave property, con- 
trary to the Mexican laws, and the determination of the Mexican authori- 
ties to support the laws on this subject, were the primary causes of the 
Texan revolt and separation. The African slave-trade, as we formerly 
stated, has been declared piracy, and there is no reason to suppose that 
the Texan government is insincere in the enactment or execution of this 
law; and yet the evidence is strong that slaves continue to be imported 
into Texas, both from Cuba, and the African coast. But while the African 
slave-trade is probibited, the United States’ slave-trade is fully and openly 
legalized. It is not only legalized, but the Texan Congress is actually 
forbidden to entertain any law against its legalization. The language of 
the Texan law is, that ‘‘ Congress shall pass no laws to prohibit emigrants 
from the United States of America from bringing their slaves into the 
republic with them, and holding them by-the same tenure by which such 
slaves were held in the United States ;” while, at the same time, “ the 
importation or admission of Africans, or negros into this republic, excepting 
from the United States of America, is for ever probibited, and declared to be 
piracy.” A wide door is thus expressly kept open for the increase of the 
slave population of Texas, and, as the cultivation of cotton and similar pro- 
ducts is extended, the supply will be poured in. At present even the more 
northern slave-holding states may be more correctly described as slave- 
rearing states, having furnished to Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Arkansas, in a single year, not fewer than 250,000 slaves ; and Texas will 
occasion a demand equal to that of nine or ten additional states as large as 
Kentucky, sothat the whole of the southern states of the American union 
may be expected gradually to become slave-breeders, and slave-merchants 
to Texas. This, it must be confessed, affords no very grateful prospect 
to the national pride of our American friends, or to the hopes sr wishes 
of the good and wise of every nation ; but we are not sanguine that such a 
result will be prevented, although its prevention is one of the most legi- 
timgte objects of national consideration. 


“The whole of the southern states of the American Union 
may be expected gradually to become slave-breeders, and slave- 
merchants to Texas!” And this.is to result from a step taken 
by the British government! When will the shame of this be 
forgotten, or the mischief of it cease ? 

n contrast with the common sense article we have just quoted 
from the Times, we may exhibit one of a different quality from 
the Colonial Gazette, which has hailed the signature of the Texan 
treaty with the somewhat familiar plaudit—“ Well done, Lord 
Palmerston!” In the last number it is written as follows :— 


It is confidently asserted by persons well acquainted with Texas, that 
the salubrity of its climate is such as to admit of the production of the 
finest tobacco, sugar, and cotton, by the labour of white men. If this 
should prove to be true, slavery in America may get its death-blow from 
Texas. Free labour is doubtless the cheaper of the two, because more 
energetic and more skilful, provided you can but always procure enough 
of it for constantly combining the force of many hands in each particu 
work. Europe would furnish Texas with abundance of free labour. Let 
us suppose for a moment that this had been accomplished by means of some 
potent system of immigration ; and then what follows? It follows, that 
slavery in Cuba, the United States, and Brazil, would be attacked in the 
only efficient manner—that is, by the rivalry of free labour. It follows, 
moreover, that Texas sugar, being the produce of free labour, and also 
being cheap, would not long be excluded from the British market; and 
that the British West Indies, being most inadequately supplied with labour 
however free, would either be ruined outright, or permitted to adopt, like 
Texas, a potent system of immigration, There is more in this wind than 
many wot of, 

We ought, perhaps, to be grateful to our kind-hearted contem- 
porary, for his endeavour to sweeten to the abolitionists this bitter 
pill; but we cannot flatter him with the hope of being very 
successful, ogee” because we are scarcely so credulous as he 
takes us to be. Never, we think, were more mistakes and fallacies 
crowded into a single ph. 1. Texas is not fitted for the 
— labour of white men. Upon the best authority we 

the direct contrary of this, and say that Texas pre-emi- 
nently requires black agricultural labourers. 

2. If Lexas were adapted to the agricultural labour of white 
men, free-labour never could generally or extensively co-exist 
with slave-labour ; more — where, as in Texas, none of 
sak GanIN? ask Witla tee tahour thovld‘actendvely secre 

possibility white free-labour sho extensively co-exi 
= od Phas : ; 

. whatever quantity of free labour “ Europe would 
furnish Texas,” it is well known that Texas does it pai it. 
The.republic invites settlers of all kinds for the 


EN OM © 2 P F 
of increasing its population ; hed diosa bot wish toe free nagiienl 
tural labourers. if it did, why should it not suffer free persons 
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of colour to remain in its territory! The truth is, that the Texa®s 
mean to have no agricultural labourers but blacks, being slaves ; 
and that there is neither chance nor possibility of free labour in 
that republic making head against slave labour, without some 
alteration of the present system for that pu ‘ 

4, If slave labour is to be permanent in Texas, then vanishes 
altogether the alleged prospect of its banishment from Cuba, the 
United States, and Brazil ; as well as that of “ a potent immigra- 
tion” into the West Indies by help of Texan free-grown sugar. 
By the way, what can this writer mean by telling us that Texan 
free-grown sugar “ would not long be excluded from the British 
market ;” when he knows that cheap free-grown sugar from 
other parts of the world is at this moment excluded, and that 
treaties exist with countries producing slave-grown sugar which 
render a distinction in this respect impossible? This is not 
ignorance but artifice, and agrees but too well with all the rest of 
this dishonest article. As to the attractions of Texas for European 
emigrants, we refer our readers to a short a of that 
country in our paper of to-day, furnished us by Mr. Nicholas 
Maillard, a gentleman personally acquainted with it, and engaged, 
as we learn, in writing a history of that republic. 





WE have received and inserted in another column a letter from 
Mr. H. L. Bayly, who, it seems, is now a sub-inspector of con- 
stabulary in Ireland, but who was for seven years superintendent 
of the slaves belonging to the Imperial Brazilian Mining Associa- 
tion at Gongo Soco. It appears that Mr. Bayly is one of the 
entlemen to whom the {directors of the Association applied, to 
farniah them with the means of rebutting the charges laid upon 
their table by Mr. Kentish nearly twelve months ago, and the 
author of that very report of which a portion, and that portion 
without a name, was forwarded to us by the directors, through 
the solicitors to the Association, in its defence. It is honourable 
to Mr. Bayly that he comes forward to take on himself the 
responsibility of that document ; and, although his letter contains 
some matter which we have published before, we readily print it 
again for the advantage of its appearing with the name of the 
writer. We have at length attained also this additional advan- 
tage, that we bring before the public a gentleman to whose testi- 
mony the Imperial Brazilian Mining Association can raise no 
objection. It does not appear that they have had any quarrel 
with him ; or that any circumstances have taken place tending to 
subject his statements to the remotest suspicion of exaggeration 
or severity. On the contrary, he is one of their good friends, one 
of the very men to whom they have applied for information, and 
the man whose statement, in preference to all others, they have 
officially published in their own vindication. Not the most cau- 
tious person, therefore, need hesitate to believe Mr. Bayly, nor 
can the shareholders, or the warmest friends of the Association, 
refuse him credence. Let them, then, read his letter, and see—not 
only (as has been already shewn) how large a portion of Mr. 
Kentish’s charges the writer admits, while seeming to deny them 
—but how much of what is deplorable and blameworthy he states 
in addition. Putting out of view altogether what Mr. Kentish 
has alleged, the state. of things opened up by Mr. Bayly is afflic- 
tive in the highest degree, and attaches a very heavy amount of 
criminality, not oe the servants of the Mining Associa- 
tion abroad, but also to the directors of it at home. We 
do not mean to speak otherwise of the Directors than as 
most respectable men, and we are willing to give them credit 
for having been in some measure ignorant of the mischief going on 
at their foreign establishments ; but we may affirm, first, that they 
~—_ not to have been ignorant of matters so deeply affecting the 
rights and happiness of their servants; and secondly, that, now 
their attention is forcibly drawn to these matters, they ought to 
institute a searching investigation, and apply an. effectual 
remed Fe does not say so much as we could wish for 
their honesty in this respect, that they not only published the 
statement of their superintendent without a name, as though they 
wished his testimony in their favour to have more weight than it 
was fairly entitled to ; but that they published only a part of it, 
selecting what might answer their purpose of defence, and with- 
holding the criminatory testimony appended to it. It is clear that 
the Directors know more than they choose to communicate, and 
they show no great disinclination to hush the matter up, if possible. 
We recommend to them a different course. Let them pursue the 
more frank and generous method of confessing their fault, and re- 
nouncing it. In principle they must have known that they were 
wrong from the beginning. They knowingly violated every prin- 
ciple of justice, together with the law of their country, in becoming 
owners of slaves. The very first purchase of a slave by their order 
was an act of felony, both on their own part, and on the part of 
every person concerned in it. They have been ies to several 
hun felonies of this nature; and if instructions to.this effect 
signed by their order could be proved in a British court of justice, 
they would every one of them, table men as they are, be 
subject toa felon’s puntshonent.” Cab any honourable man be 
content to remain in such a position? Wethinknot. But, if the 
Directors of the Imperial Brazilian can be so, let them be assured 
that they shall have no rest. Besides the two witnesses who are 
now before the public, and the whole of whose tale is not told yet, 
we have information on the same subject from an independent and. 
indisputable source, of which we shall shortly be able to avail 
ourselves. The slaves held by British mining companies must be 
set free; and we ey ee that, to save trouble both to 
others and themselves, the companies will set them free without 





the necessity of legal proceedings, 
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We recently drew attention to the circular addressed by Sir 
Charles Metcalfe to the stipendiary magistrates in Jamaica, di 

ing them to resume their o cial reports, but in a manner altogether 
unsatisfactory. We have now to lay before our readers a corres- 
pondence on this subject between the committee of the British 
and Foreign Anti-slavery Society and the noble Lord at the head 
of the colonial department. His Lordship’s reply, we think, will 
be read with surprise and regret. The committee had presumed 
that the objectionable limitations in the governor’s circular must 
have originated with himself. Lord John Russell, however, takes 
the nsibility of them, and coolly tells us that they are in 
S pedis: sna with his instructions!” That is to say, his Lordship 
takes it upon himself to destroy the whole value of the — 
of magisterial reports, thinking to keep faith with the public by 
retaining the name and the shadow. t his Lordship know that 
we understand this very well. We have been accustomed to look 
with confidence to the parliamentary papers ; but now, since it 
seems we shall find nothing there, we must look to private sources 
of information, and we request our friends on the other side of the 
water, accordingly, to be henceforth more copiously communica- 
tive. Of facts the publicity of which may be painful to indivi- 
duals we are now to have no official information ; nor will the 
colonial office, on the other hand, have any proper means of 
ascertaining what amount of truth may be contained in the state- 
ments which may be received from unofficial sources. The follow- 
ing is the correspondence :— 


27, New Broad Street, 20th November, 1840. 
My Lonp,—By the direction of the Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society, I am instructed to invite your lordship’s attention 
to acircularjrecently issued by Sir C. Metcalfe, governor of Jamaica, to 
the stipendiary magistrates in that island, respecting the resumption of 
their official reports, : 

The committee, regarding these reports as a most important means of 

. affording information in respect to the due administration of justice in that 
island, have noticed with x regret in the circular of Sir C. Metcalfe, 
that, instead of the reports being directed to be returned monthly, as 
formerly, they ‘are ordered to be sent in only once in six months—in- 
tervals¢which must render them comparatively useless as a means of 
affording information. 

The committee also beg leave to solicit your lordship’s notice to the 
following instruction, which is given in the governor’s circular, that 
‘* information is not to be sought by inquisitorial inquiries into the manage- 
ment of particular properties, nor to be accompanied by remarks or detail 
painful to individuals.” z 

It must be obvious to your lordship, that this instruction may be em- 
ployed whenever it may be deemed expedient to screen the grossest acts 
of injustice or oppression, by preventing inquiry relative to the manage- 
ment of particular properties, or by avoiding a disclosure of the truth 
lest it should be painful to individuals. 

The committee, impressed with a conviction that your lordship 
concurs with them in the view they entertain of the great importance of 
an immediate return to the judicious system under which these reports 
were first issued, respectfully but earnestly entreat that you will be pleased 
to give directions that the reports in question be regularly prepared 
monthly as heretofore, and without the slightest partiality or favour to any 
individual whatever. 

Presuming that your lordship’s well-known attachment to the impartial 
administration of justice will dispose you to favourably regard this request 
of the committee, 

I have the honour to be, P 
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) J. H, Trepcorp, Secretary. 
To the Rt. Hon. Lord John Russell, M.P., 
&e., &c., &e. 
Downing Street, 25th November, 1840. 
Srr,—I am directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 20th instant, requesting, by direction of the Cia 
mittee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, his lordship’s 
attention to a circular recently issued by the governor of Jamaica to the 
stipendiary magistrates in that island, respecting the resumption of their 
official reports ; and I am to request that you will acquaint the committee, 
‘that his lordship has not received a copy of Sir Charles Metcalfe’s circular 
to the magistrates—but as that part of the document quoted in your letter 
is in accordance with Lord John Russell’s instructions to the governor, 
his lordship must decline to interfere any further on the subject. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) R. Vernon Suiru. 
To J. H. Tredgold, Esq., &c. &c. &e. 


Our files of West India papers have come to hand. The onl 
article we find worthy of extraction from them is one of muc 
interest on the inter-colonial slave-trade. 








Our file of the Cerneen, which comes up to the 1st of August, 
furnishes an interesting account of the early proceedings of Sir 
Lionel Smith in the Island of Mauritius. His measures have been 
taken in a frank and conciliatory, but firm and discriminating 
spirit: He had convened the stipendiary magistrates for the pur- 

se of a conference, at which he informed them of the impression 
in this country that they had been leaning too much to the side 
of the master, and commented on some recent decisions, which he 
showed might have been more enlightened and impartial. He has 
directed weekly returns of all their proceedings. A society for the 
encouragement’ of immigration had held a conference with the 
Governor. . He advised them to wait for further intelligence from 
England ; “nd promised in the mean time to make a personal in- 
spection of the interior of the island, which Sir William Nicolay 
had never done. 

* 


Wes have the pleasure of inserting to-day a copy of an address to 
the emancipated ion of our West Talis colonies from the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society. The 
Committee have embraced the opportunity afforded by the return 
of the Rev. W. Knibb to Jamaica; and have transmitted the 
address to that island by his hands, We are sure that neither the 
approbation of their past conduct, nor the encouragement to 
future improvement, which have been so kindly and confidingly 
expressed, will be without beneficial effect. 





THE emoe= f of the American Colonization Society has come into 
collision with the editor of the Times, not much to his advantage, 
or that of his favourite colony, Liberia. The Times denounces 
Liberia in express terms as a slave-mart. We have extracted the 
passage elsewhere. 


GENERAL ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. _ 


Ir will be in the recollection of our readers that the Anti-slavery 
convention voted an address to ruling powers, One of these has 
been forwarded to the respective governors of the states which 
compose the North American union ; and one of these governors 
—Governor Pennington, of New Jersey—has returned a courteous 
reply, which was inserted in our pages some time since. We find 

y an American paper now before us, the Philanthropist, that 
three others of this genus irritabile have noticed the address, 
although not after the manner of Governor Pennington. They 
have fallen upon poor Mr. Gates, a member of Congress for New 
York, who had given the use of his official frank on this occasion. 
The editor of the Philanthropist says well :— 

‘* The only offence of Mr. Gates—that for.which his neck would pay 
the forfeit if he should chance to be in Georgia, was the act of focwaniinn 
highly important intelligence to these semi-barbarians. The mass of slave- 
holders, we doubt not, will blush for the indecent fury into which these 
self-constituted guardians of their rights have lashed themselves. The 
miserable bluster of our republican governors of the South, contrasts 
wofully with the gentlemanly conduct of the Pacha of Egypt.” 

GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA, 

From the Tuscaloosa Flag. 
Executive Department. 

Tuscaloosa, Sept 2nd, 1840. 

Str,—I received a few days since, under cover of your frank as a 
member of Congress of the U.S. a circular and certain resolutions 
emanating from an assemblage of persons held in London, on the 12th 
of June last, styling itself the ‘ World’s Convention.’ The object of these 
persons, as expressed and set forth in their proceedings, is the immediate 
abolition of negro slavery. Inasmuch asI have not the honour of your 
acquaintance, being ignorant there was such a man in existence until I 
received the communication above referred to, I was somewhat at a loss to 
conjecture why I should have attracted so much of your attention as to be 
honoured, through you, with a copy of the proceedings of the ‘ World’s 
Convention.’ I concluded, however, that you are among the number of 
those engaged, either as principals or agents, in disseminating the atrocious 
principles of abolition. If I am correct in this conclusion, it were useless 
to remind you of the indignity of an American statesman playing 
the part of a lackey to a pack of foreign and domestic fanatics, or of the 
enormity of the moral guilt of engaging in a crusade against the rights 
and safety of the people of one entire section of the United States, by the 
diffusion of principles calculated, obviously and inevitably, to incite 
southern negros to acts of rebellion, insurrection, and murder. Neither 
is it my province to determine how far it may be compatible with your 
views of the franking privilege, which I apprehend was intended to facili- 
tate the means of correspondence and intercourse between the . 
sentative and his constituents, for a member of Congress of the United 
States to prostitute it to the nefarious purposes to which you have 
applied it in the present instance. 

That is a question which, so {far as you are concerned, refers itself 
entirely to your own sense of propriety. Lest, however, neither my 
opinion nor Eto sense of propriety should be sufficient to shield me from 
a correspondence disagreeable in itself, and upon a subject which I con- 
sider absolutely improper for public discussion, I have to request, and I do 
it respectfully, that, if you should feel disposed to continue your labours in 
this unholy cause, you will have the kindness to give to that portion of 
them with which I have been honoured a different direction. 

I am your obedient servant, — 


Hon. S. M. Gates, of New York. 
GOVERNOR OF GEORGIA. 

We invite the attention of the public to the following letter of the 
governor addressed to the Hon. S. M. Gates, a whig member of Con 
from the state of New York, who has impiously attempted to pe the 
people of Georgia, by forwarding to their chief magistrate documents from 
abolition societies in England and elsewhere, the nature and import of 
which require that they should not be either circulated or published in this 
state. 

The indignant rebuke of the governor to this villanous incendi 
whose frank as a member of Congress is so ill-merited by him as an ho- 
nourabie member of Congress of this republic, will, we doubt not, meet 
the candid assent of every southern man, if it does not reach the sensi- 
bility of the destitute creature who nas subjected himself to the contempt 
of every Georgian, by endeavouring thus to meddle with their constitu- 
tional rights, and insidiously attempting to offer them an indignity for 
which his neck would pay the forfeit, if their soil bore his footsteps— 
Milledgeville Union. 

(Copy.) 


Executive Department, Ga. 
Milledgeville, Sept. 10th, 1840. 
Sir,—An address to the Hon. George R. Gilmer, my predecessor in 
office, from a foreign abolition convention, forwarded under your frank as 
a member of the Congress of the United States, has been received at this 


* 





A. P. Bacsy. 





department. It was soon followed by another package containing resolu- 
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tions of the convention, addressed to the same gentleman, but superscribed 
tome. The superscription of this package is in the hand writing of that 
of the first, which leaves no doubt Georgia is indebted to a whig member 
of Congress of New York for both. — ; 

The audacious attempt of a convention to interfere with the 
free intercourse between the — of the union, is ay vey only by your 
insolence ia se ng a copy of their proceedings to this department. 

This is a subject which, with the object intended to be accomplished 
by it, admits of no argument ; and all who seek to agitate it and carry out 
the above pu , either by courting foreign alliances or the use of other 
means, shall Be regarded and treated as public enemies, outlaws, and 
traitors. I am, &c. 


Hon. S. M. Gates, New York. 
GOVERNOR OF TENNESSEE. 
From the Nashville Union, 
Rea cause o& ALARM. 

We have seen in the office of the secretary of State two communica- 
tions from the World’s Convention of Abolitionists, under the seal of the British 
and Foreign Abolition Society, one of them franked by S. M. Gates, 
a whig member of congress from New York, and both addressed to “ his 
Excellency, James K. Polk, Governor of the State of Tennessee.” 
are incendiary, or we would lay them before the public. We have per- 
mission, however, to publish the letter of the governor in reply to 
Gates, which is as follows :— 


Cuas J. M‘Downatp. 


Nashville (Tenn.) Oct. 2nd. 1840. 

To the Hon. S. M. Gates, Member of Congress from the State of 

New York. 

Srr—I have received through the post office a communication under 
your official frank as a member of congress, containing certain proceedin 
of a body of men styling themselves ‘‘ a convention of the friends of the 
negro, assembled from various parts of the world, convened for the 
purpose of promoting the immediate, entire, and universal abolition of 
slavery and the slave-trade.” This convention, it appears, was holden at 
London in the month of June last. The envelope covering the communi- 
cation which comes to me under your frank is post-marked at the city of 
New York—is sealed with a stamp bearing the pictorial representation of 
@ person in an imploring attitude, and encircled with the words, ‘ British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Soeiety.’ The communication itself contains an 
“* appeal to the governor of Tennesse to employ all the influence and 
power with which Divine Providence has entrusted him to secure imme- 
diate and unconditional liberty to the slave.” 

The fact is indisputable, that you have lent your official frank to this 
self-styled World’s Convention of Abolitionists, as the means of enab- 
ling them to send their infamous publications in manuscript through the 
United States’ mails, free of expense ; and the presumption, therefore, is 
that you countenance and approve the proceedings which you aid them 
to circulate. Ina postscript to the communication bearing your frank, I 
am requested to acknowledge its receipt in a letter addressed to the 
‘* President of the Convention at London.” ‘This request I shall disre- 
gard. I cannot recognise by an act of mine, official or otherwise, the 
right of foreigners to make an attempt, in itself so impertinent and impu- 
dent, to intermeddle or interfere with the domestic institution of this State. 
But you, sir, are an American citizen, and by the part you have borne 
have made yourself equally criminal and responsible with the foreign agi- 
tators and fanatics, with whose proceedings you have identified yourself. 
Were it not for the official station which you occupy, I am free to 
declare that I should treat the part which you have borne inthis dark transac- 
tion with the scorn and contempt which I entertain for the proceedings 
themselves, and which I am sure all patriotic citizens ardently attached 
to the Union, and desiring its preservation, will pronounce upon your 
conduct. : 

It is to be regretted that the affected and hypocritical philanthropy of 
British and other foreign abolitionists, with whom your official frank 
identifies you, had not been reserved for the suffering subjects of their 
own dominions, whose unremitting toil, even in seasons of profound peace, 
is in many instances scarcely rewarded by the means of procuring whole- 
some food and decent raiment. Unacquuinted as the Convention, whose 
proceedings you endorse and circulate by your frank, seems to have been 
with the peaceable relation of master and slave in the United States, their 
advice is as worthless as it is gratuitous. 

The foreigner, in extenuation of his crime, may ‘plead ignorance of 
our form of overnment; but from you, sir, his American aider and 
abettor, no such plea is admissible. He may be actuated by a desire to 
produce insurrection in the heart of a rival nation. But what apology have 

ou, sir, for lending your official privilege as a member of Congress to aid 
Lim in an attempt to —_ anarchy and confusion in one of the consti- 
tuent sovereignties of your own government? Have you seriously reflected 
upon the dangers of the crusade in which you are engaged—a crusade 
in alliance with foreigners, which not only threatens the peace and 
harmony of the union, but may endanger its existence, if the wicked agi- 
tation to which you give your countenance is persisted in? Are you so 
deliberately reckless of consequences, as to be willing to lend the aid of 
your official privilege to countenance and abet foreigners in proceedings 
calculated to excite sectional jealousies and heart burnings—to divide the 
states by geographical lines—to array one section against another, and that 
too, at the imminent peril of producing domestic insurrection and servile 
war? Have you yet to be informed that slavery existed in the colonies 
long before independence was achieved? Have you yet to learn that, at 
the adoption of the constitution, the adjustment of the slave question pre- 
sented one of the chief difficulties to the formation of the Union which 
had to be encountered—and that it was ultimately settled upon principles 
of mutual concession and compromise? Would you disturb the funda- 
mental compact upon which the Union of the States rests? But I will 
not argue the point. Itis not one which is debateable. 

It isa matter of sincere regret.that any American citizen should be 
ado such high treason to the first — upon which the states 

united. Yonr official frank covering these proceedings stands up 
in Jusgpent against you, as a witness whose testimony is not to be im- 


PYThe only further notice which I shall take of these nefarious proceedings 
of foreigners with whom you stand associated, will be to expose them to 


the indignant reprobation of the people of Tennessee. 


James K. Pork. 














TEXAS. ; 

Or all the modern impositions, that of getting to emigrate 
Sete thio’ cousin “ty  elaes, the’ claplee of oud taxation, 
fraud, and depravity, is certainly the most iniquitous. Texas is 
well known to be nothing more acontinuation of the swamps 
of Lonisiana. The physical construction of the climate of Texas, 
as well as the western parts of Louisiana, renders the soil worse 
than useless for nearly two-thirds of the year. The prairies* or 
swamps of Texas consist of the richest ible virgin soil, it is 
true ; but what can be done to get rid of the water with which 
they are covered for seven months out of the twelve! These inunda- 
tions are not to be guarded against, for they arise from two distinct 
and great natural causes. 

First.—The autumnal rains, or ‘ rainy season,’ which sets in 
about September, and continues until the latter end of March, 
during which period the rain falls in torrents, with little or no 
intermission ; covering the prairies with water, varying in depth 
from eighteen inches to four, and in some places to eight, feet. 

Secondly. In April the sun suddenly comes forth with great 

wer, and its action on the snow, which covers the Rocky 

ountains in the north, causes similar inurdations, in the valleys 
which intersect these mountain regions, where the water thus 
produced is partially confined for a short period by the waters 
produced by the first cause. These form the only barrier 
opposed to the influx of the waters of the gulf of Mexico, which, 
owing to the strong south-easterly winds that prevail during the 
rainy season, rises Toate three to four feet above the level of the 
low lands ; and thus we find one great evil is absolutely necessary 
to ward off another not less formidable. But towards the close of 
the rainy season the wind changes to, and continues for a short 
period to blow with great violence from, the north, driving the 
water off the praries with astonishing rapidity, when the moun- 
tain valleys pour forth their torrents, not unfrequently sweeping 
everything before them, but never failing to prolong the inunda- 
tion of the low lands, from about the 1st of April to the middle of 
June. And it should be remarked, that the temperature of the 
water which covers the whole face of the country at this season 
is never less than 20 degrees below the temperature of the water 
produced by the rains ; and at all times not less than from 40 to 
45 degrees below the temperature of the atmosphere, which must 
paralyse for a season all vegetation, and must also prove most 
injurious to the whole animal family of those regions. However, 
it is asserted that draining will remedy all this; but such is not 
the case, for if the low lands (admitting fora moment that it is 
comgeanapee! were drained so as to carry the water off the surface, 
the sub-soil must be cut into, and being thus drained, the sub- 
soil would lose that moisture which it now retains, and which 
alone supports the vegetation on the surface during the summer 
months, which are intensely hot and dry. Hence it may be seen 
that the prairies, or swamps, of Texas, are not susceptible of the 
improvement which alone can render them worthy of the atten- 
tion of British agriculturalists. 

But omen we are told by the romantic tourists and needy specu- 
lators who have visited Texas, that the emigrant will not meet 
with the obstacles above described in the upper or western 
of Texas; but they cannot be ignorant of the fact that all the finest 
portion of Texas, i. e. from the Colorado River to the Rio Grande 
which comprehends the whole of Western Texas, and from the 
town of Liberty on the Trinity, hence taking a straight line to the 
city of Austin on the Colorado (for the southern boundary) to 
the Red river on the north, is still in the absolute, and indeed the 
undisputed possession of various tribes of Indians, amounting to 
about 80,000, who can never be brought into subjection. And if 
they should, by any chapter of chances, be exterminated, their 
place would be lemodudaty supplied from the state of Arkansas, 
where the innumerable tribes of Indians, who have migrated 
from the valley of the Mississippi within the last thirty years, are 
now concentrating all their strength ; and it should also be remem-~ 
bered, that Texas has recently ceded by far the half of “ her 
fine western county,” to the new republic of Rio Grande. What 
can there be more iniquitous than to extol Texas as the “ finest 
region in the world, where all kinds of artisans are wanted, and 
British industry is generally sure to be rewarded?” This is Gene- 
ral Henderson’s description of Texas, but who that has ever been in 
a slave-holding state will for a moment contend that white labour 
is cherished, where slave-labour exists? Indeed,I never met a 
Texan citizen yet, (General Henderson excepted, ) that did not at 
once acknowledge that he would rather see one slave enter Texas, 
than twenty white labourers. The influx of capitalists, however, 
they hold as essential to the permanent establishment of the repub- 
lic; but if we consider the oppressive system of taxation established 
by the Texan congress last session, few would be induced to invest 
their capital in any kind of property in Texas, and it would be 
well for those whoare about to emigrate to the inhospitable swamps 
of Texas, to inquire further into the present state and future pros- 
pects of that country before they take so serious a step. 

London, 9th Oct., 1840. NicHoxas isan 

* The Americans in the southern states found the word “swamp” so 
extremely obnoxious to their brethren in the north, and more especially to 
Europeans, that they, as a matter of expediency, called these inhospitable 
regions prairies, which is certainly an improvement. 

On the 13th ult. a public meeting was held at the Exchange 
Hall, Wisbech, for the purpose of receiving Messrs. Stanton and Scoble, 
as a deputation from the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. J. S. 
Watson, Esq., the mayor, presided, and the meeting pre by the adoption 
of suitable resolutions, 
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EXPORTATION OF HILL COOLIES. 


“Tue Times of November the 23rd gives the following 


of the views entertained in India on the present position of this 
important estion :— 

The last session of the attempt to revive the emigration of 
oo ae eee satisfaction in the 
Indian papers of the spe tiper br which parties speak who are 
well aware of the miseries to which these poor creatures would 
have been subject. At the same time they earnestly consider the 
ground on which the clause in the Colonial Passengers’ Bill, b 
which the exportation of the Coolies would have been aaiioesl, 
was thrown out ; and this being no other than the impropriety of 
legislating in the dark on a question of such importance to India, 
they urge all that know the enormities to which the Coolie trade 
has given birth to present the English with right data, so that on 
a topic somomentous they may come to a correct decision. The 

uestion, they say, has extended ; being no longer whether the 
Mauritius is to be supplied with labourers from India, or, in 
stronger words, whether 30,000 men are to be induced to abandon 
their families to want and starvation, but whether the whole circle 
of the West India islands, in fact, all the sugar-growing colonies, 
are to be stocked with Coolies, They then consider the reason 
why the Coolies are especially desired, and find it to be their ignor- 
ance of the countries to which they would be taken. The Coolies, 
they say, would be introduced wherever the negros refused low 
ee ont they might starve the latter into compliance. These 
ian journalists have mag: 4 watched the progress of the 
debate very closely, and from different phrases expressive of the 
anxiety of the West Indians for a system of emigration, collect 
that the demand of these colonies for Coolie labourers will be 
insatiable. As such an alarming t to their country do they 
consider Coolie — that they say India would suffer more 
from the working of such a scheme than from all the conquerors 
of the last six centuries. The conquerors, they say, still left the 
elements of reproduction in spite of their ravages, but such a 
visitation as the removal of Indian labourers threatens to exhaust 
the country even of its inhabitants. They view with alarm the 
union of the whole British cabinet against the cause they advocate, 
and with jealousy the obvious preference that is shown to the West 
over the Bast Indies. They believe that the necessity for obtain- 
ing additional labour in the colonies has been y magnified, 
that some justification may be offered for the p me evils con- 
sequent on Coolie emigration: They prefer, however, to hope 
that it is the want of evidence which has induced the ministers to 
underrate the miseries of the Coolie trade, and therefore all the 
journalists of India are to unite in one common cause, and 
let the evils which emigration would inflict be thoroughly known 
in land. Two parties are contemplated in this view as likely 
to suffer injustice—the Coolie who is made to emigrate, and the 
negro, whose endeavour, under any circumstances, to improve 
his condition is to be kept down by a constant importation of 
Indian labour.” 





THE EGYPTIAN SLAVE-HUNTS. 


Exrract of Letter VIII. on Egypt and Mahommed Ali, from 

r. Madden to the Editor of the Morning Chronicle, dated Nov. 
20th, 1840.] 

‘“* Solyman Pacha is the person to whom Mahommed Ali com- 
mitted the introduction of European tactics into his army, and he 
certainly deserves the highest credit for the manner in which he 
has acquitted himself of that task. In the year 1822 this revolu- 
tion in the military discipline of his army was commenced by 
Mahommed Ali; five hundred of his young Mamelukes were 
placed at the disposal of Colonel Selves, and with these the Colonel 
commenced the new system at Assouan. Five hundred more of 
the sons of the Pacha’s chief officers of state, and the dees of 
the large towns, were soon added to the number ; and these young 
men having been trained for officers, an army was sought for them 
to command. The unmanageable Albanian and Turkish soldiers 
of the Pacha it would have been useless to have attempted to 
select for this experiment. It was determined to ravage unfortu- 
nate Africa for recruits. The slave-hunts were duly organized in 
Kordofan, and 30,000 negroes were dragged away in chains, and 
carried down to Manfalout to be made soldiers of after the Euro- 

fashion : six regiments were formed of these negros, and 

our of these were sent to the Morea, to fight against the Greeks. 
I happened to be in the island of Candia when they arrived there 
from pt, in the latter part of the year 1824, on their way to 


.the Morea. Here they were encamped for the winter months, and 


here about two-thirds of them miserably perished from the effects 
of cold and eee and the despair of ever seeing their own land 
again. They could not be said to die of any disease—they drooped 
and ay away ; and many a black corpse has been thrown on the 
beach in the bay of Luda while the army of Ibrahim Pacha was 
encamped in that place. 

“The rest of the negro troops, who were sent into Arabia and 
Sennaar, perished by thousands ; and in a little time the skeleton 
of a regiment was all that remained of 30,000 stolen men.” 





NovemBer Sth, 1840, at a meeting of the Baptist church, 
Middleton Cheney, Northamptonsbire, it was resolved unanimously— 
“ That this dunk, being fully convinced of the sinfylness and awful 
criminality of slavery, feels it to be an imperative duty to withdraw 
from communion with all holders of slaves.” 








Foreign and Colonfal Entelligenee. 


: GREECE. 

Stave Traps ww Greex Vesseis.—The Malta Times of the 5th 
instant, in giving the details of a case of t: ing slaves on board a 
Greek vessel, of the fact of Greek being em: in the 
slave trade as of an every-day occurrence of which no one could be 
rant. This has led to inquiries here. It appears certain that 
Otho has been fully aware of it for about two years, that he has been, 
and still remains deaf to the remonstrances of his ministers, and that he 
positively will not do anything to put a stop to it, or allow the law to be 
carried into effect against the offenders, who land their cargoes under the 
windows of his consuls in Turkey, who never fail to report the circum- 
stances. Nothing but publicity will have the effect of putting an end to 
this infamous , carried on under the flag of erated Greece. 

Well may one ask, is this the sort of Greece the allies intended to 
establish ? Will they permit so demoralizing, brutalizing a system as 
that described above to exist in the heart of the Levant? If they do, 
we shall soon have the Archipelago dyed with the blood shed by 
pirates. 





CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


Extract of a letter from the Capé of Good Hope, dated 25th August, 1840. 
—‘*‘If emancipation has worked as well in other colonies as it has done 
here, England has no reason to regret her noble work of having abolished 
slavery for ever from her dominions. The people here, as might have 
been expected, are not equal in knowledge to the emancipated slaves in 
the West Indies; but they are al/ and more tham all that could have been 
expected. By their good conduct they have given the lie totheir tra- 
ducers, and those who were last are ihdeed becoming first. A few short 

ears, I am sure, will find many of the late slaves not only respectable 5 
but wealthy members of society.” 


MAURITIUS. 


WE take from the Cerneen, our file of which comes up to the 
1st of August, the following account of the proceedings of the new gover- 
nor, Sir Lionel Smith, with the sentiments of the editor thereon. 


PROCLAMATION. 


In the name of Her Majesty Victoria, of the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Ireland Queen. 

Lionet Smitn. His Excellency Lieutenant-general Sir Lionel Smith 
Baronet, K. C. B., Governor, &c. &e. &c. 

His Excellency lieutenant-general Sir Lionel Smith, bart., K. C. B,, &c. 
having this day assumed the government of the island of Mauritius and its 
dependencies, in pursuance of her Majesty’s most gracious commands, takes 
this early opportunity of — upon all public officers to co-operate 
cordially in the maintenance of the laws and of good order. And he 
assures the inhabitants that it will be his most anxious desire to promote 
to the utmost of his power their interests, and to protect equally and 
impartially the rights of all classes. 

‘ Given at Government House this sixteenth day of July, 1840. 
By command of his Excellency the governor, 
Grorce F. Dick, Colonial Secretary. 


We publish in our columns of to-day the proclamation of Sir Lionel 
Smith, in which his Excellency expresses his desire that all the public 
.Officers of his government will co-operate with him cordially in the main- 
tenance of the laws and of good order, and assures the inhabitants that he 
will do every thing in his power to promote the interests and to protect the 
rights of all classes of our society. ‘his first act of the administration of 
our new governor inspires us with confidence, and serves already, in some 
measure, to realize the hopes we were induced to form, in our last number, 
respecting the system of government he would pursue. Not being him- 
self as yet acquainted with what is passing in the colony. His Excellence 
was necessarily obliged to restrict his proclamation ; but we cannot help 
appreciating, and feeling highly grateful for the spirit in which it has been 
conceived. In the absence of any specific promises, which of course we 
could not expect it to contain, it breathes good and laudable intentions, upon 
which we conceive we may rely ; convinced as we are, that, when occasion 
may require them, Sir Lionel Smith will not be deficient in either energy 
or determination to into execution any measure that he may consider 
likely to prove beneficial. We therefore look forward to the future with 
trust and confidence. . 

Sir Lionel Smith arrived only a day or two ago at Mauritius, and we 
know that he has already occupied himself with certain details of his 
government. We are assured, moreover, that he intends ina few days 
visiting the public offices, the schools, the hospitals, &c., in order to judge 
for himself of the reforms and improvements which it may be necessary to 
introduce into them. We do not doubt that he will shortly also visit and 
inspect our country districts ; for it is with the state of culture at Mau- 
ritius, and with the condition of the labourers, that it is above all important 
Sir Lionel Smith should acquaint himself by the evidence of his own 
senses. We are informed that, upon this subject, it is the intention of the 
planters to adopt the initiative; and that it is proposed to send a deputa- 
tion from each district of the island to wait upon his Excellency, in order 
to induce him to take so desirable a step. We strongly approve the 
project, and recommend its being carried into execution wit the least 
possible delay. It is well known that Sir William Nicolay, during the 
whole course of bis administration, never honoured more than one planter 
with a visit. We trust that from Sir Lionel Smith we may expect very 
different conduct. 

The levee announced by his Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, was held at 
Government House on Wednesday last. Long before the hour fixed an 
immense crowd bad congregated upon the Place d’Armes, while the recep- 
tion rooms of the building were filled to overflowing. Many persons who 
have been in the regular habit of frequenting the levees held by the 
different governors who have administered the affairs of this island, have 
assured us that they never assisted at one which was so numerously 
attended. ‘This manifestation is significative. We see init, on the one 
hand, a proof of the eonviction which bas been formed in the minds of the 
inhabitants of Mauritius of the difficulties without number with which 
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they have to contend; and, on the other, of the hopes repose in the 
government of Sir Lionel Smith. May his arage yp og enable us to over- 
come the first, and contribute to the realization of the last! 

“* We have been informed that his Excellency the governor has intimated 
to the stipendiary magistrates of Port Louis and of the country districts, 
a formal order to transmit to him weekly a detailed report of the various 
cases which may be brought before them in their respective districts ; 
and to call in and consult one of their colleagues, whenever any of them 
should have to decide upon a case of a more than ordinarily serious or 
difficult nature. We hope that this information may prove authentic: for 
‘we consider that this double measure is conceived in a laudable spirit, 
and is likely to be productive of good results. 

We stated in our previous number that his Excellency the governor 
convoked the body of stipendiary magistrates on Wednesday last at 
Government House. We have since been informed of the cause of that 
convocation. Sir Lionel Smith frankly avowed to the stipendiary magis- 
trates that they were accused in England of not comprehending the nature 
of their mission, and of leaning much more to the interests of the proprietors 
than to those of the labourers subjected to their jurisdiction. Sir Lionel 
Smith declared to them, that personally, he could neither address to them 
the same reproach, nor repel it in their name as unmerited, inasmuch as 
he had not yet had an opportunity himself of appreciating the value and 
character of their decisions. This reserve on the part of the governor is 
laudable, even though it be, as it were, imposed upon him by his situation. 
After having addressed several questions to the stipendiary magistrates, 
with respect to the mode of their exercising their functions, his Excellency 
examined and criticised some of the judgments which he had before 
him, and expressed his opinion that they might have borne the stamp of 
stricter impartiality, and have evinced a more earnest desire to arrive at a 
Teal Sgigides of the truth, In conclusion, his Excellency strongly 
recommends them to acquit themselves henceforward with scrupulous 


_ justice and severity, of the duties which had been confided to them. 


If our voice were to have any weight in this matter, we would join it to 
that of Sir Lionel Smith, in impressing upon theestipendiary magistrates 
that they are no more the exclusive protectors of the masters than they 
are of the labourers ; but that, on the contrary, it is their duty equally 
to dispense justice to both. 

The members of the committee of the Free Labour Association pre- 
sented themselves upon Thursday last at Government House, for the 
purpose of submitting to Sir Lionel Smith their plan of immigration. A 
conversation, of which the following is the substance, took place upon that 
occasion between his Excellency and the members of the committee. 

Sir Lionel Smith counselled them to await the decision of the home 
overnment with respect to the question of Coolie emigration ; and 
eclared to them that, in the absence of any local laws against the intro- 

‘duction of free labourers from foreign countries, he should not oppose an 

obstacle to such introduction, provided their emigration was attended with 
the guarantees requisite for their protection. Sir Lionel Smith did not 
conceal from them that strong prejudices existed against us in England; 
and that he had already had occasion to perceive, since his arrival among us, 
that we had been harshly and unfairly judged. His Excellency expressed 
his firm determination to punish severely all those who should be guilty of 
violence or ill-treatment towards the newly-freed blacks; and, upon the 
other hand, to oblige the latter to resume their duties. He told the com- 
Tmuittee that he should make a point of looking into everything with his own 
eyes, that he should visit the different estates in the country, and that, while 
at Jamaica, he had strongly opposed himself to the system which prevailed 
there of confiding the management of estates to the hands of hired agents. 

In all that related to the question of emigration, Sir Lionel Smith seemed 
to be deeply pre-occupied with the dread, that in affording to thatsystem his 
encouragement and support, he might be entailing injury on the recently 
emancipated blacks. Such appeared, at all events, to certain clear-sighted 
persons who were present at the interview, the feeling which occasionally 
displayed itself, although his language throughout was manly, straightfor- 
ward, and frank. The sentiment is doubtless a noble one, and does him 
honour. If our late apprentices were inclined to work, and if the number of 
them so disposed woud suffice for the culture of our estates, we should be 
among the first to desire that a restriction were imposed upon the introduction 
of labourers from abroad. But, alas! such is far from being the case. When 
Sir Lionel Smith shall visit our country districts, he will have occasion to 
observe large tracts of land either entirely abandoned, or very greatly 

lected, from the want of hands to cultivate them. When he has tra- 
versed the high roads which lead to the different districts of the island, he 
will be able to understand, what we are told he cannot as yet explain to 
himself, and that is, the way in which the greater part of the late labouring 
population contrive tolive. He will become acquainted with their place 
of refuge ; and, under the straw huts which they inhabit, be able to form 
some idea of the means which they employ to make up for their sloth and 
indolence. A single glance at the surface of our island will suffice to 
make him comprehend that in the event even of the lately liberated blacks 
applying themselves again with zeal and activity to the labours of the 
eld, the quantity of land at Mauritius which has not yet been broughtinto 
eultivation would of itself require a considerable augmentation of hands. 


WEST INDIES. 
Jamaica.—InrER-coLONIAL Stave-rrapE.—A few weeks ago a Spanish 
schooner called the Industria put into Black River, in consequence, as the 
Captain alleged, of the want of water, and the mutinous disposition of the 
crew. It was ascertained soon after his arrival, that the vessel had five 
slaves on board, and information was laid that a , if not the whole, 
of these slaves had been purchased or kidnapped during the voyage from 
off the windward islands. 

This information led to an investigation by the local authorities, but, 
strange to say, either from neglect, or some misapprehension of their duties, 
or from ignorance of ‘the laws for suppression of the slave-trade, 
though they claimed and detained the slaves, they thought proper to dis- 
charge from ice big captain, a person of the name of De Saint, instead 
of itting him for trial, on charges of which the evidence afforded, is, 
we are told, most clear and convincing. 

Of course, this trafficker in human flesh would at once have put to 


sea, in order to escape the punishment due to such enormous offences; but 
it Se sda 
and 





y fell out that Mr, M‘Leod, the inspector-general of police, 
lately a special magistrate, arrived at this juncture at Black River, and 
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the case having been laid before him, he saw at once the mistake that had 
been committed by the local magistrates, and, with a decision and prompti- 
tude highly commendable, he took upon himself to order the re-arrest of 
the captain of the slaver, and proceeded to take the depositions himself—not- 
withstanding the remonstrances and protests of the Spanish vice-corisul 
at that port, (a storekeeper of the name of Wells, also a local magistrate, 
we believe) that, De Saint having been already examined and disc arged, 
Mr. M‘Leod had no right to institute any further proceedings against him. 

Mr. M‘Leod, very properly Histienling the opposition of this pers6n, 
contiaued and completed his investigation ; and the result was, as we are 
told, that sufficient evidence was getduond to show, as clear as the sun at 
noon day, that the vessel was en in carrying on the nefarious traffic 
in slaves between the West Indies and America. 

The schooner was, as we have said, under Spanish colours, but the 
captain, as his name betokens, was a Frenchman ; this circumstance he 
explained by yg, that he had for the last ten years been a subject of 
Spain, and that he had property in a small islend in the vicinity of Porto 
Rico. 

The vessel itself was from Porto Rico, and was apparently bound to 
Texas, but it will be seen presently that her real destination was more 

robably elsewhere. Two cases of the purchase of slaves were satis- 
factorily brought home to De Saint—one of these victims he had bought 
at St. Thomas’s, but the poor fellow had the good fortune to take advantage 
of the watch set over him being at the moment less alert than usual, to leap 
overboard, and thus escape to the shore. The other was a boy still on 
board, whom this slave-dealing skipper had purchased on the voyage 
(from which island we have not yet ascertained) for the sum of three 
hundred dollars ! : 

A letter was also produced and read during the investigation, conveying 
some information of startling importance, which induces us to believe 
that the slaver was actually bound to New Orleans. It was from a French 
merchant at Guadaloupe to his correspondent in that city, and spoke in 
terms of lamentation of the determination which his government appeared 
to have come to with respect to the abolition of slavery, and he testifies the 
anxiety felt by the slave-holders in the French colonies “ to save,” as he 
expresses it, “the wreck of their property.” igs 3 

How the French planters are endeavouring to effect this is evident ~by 
selling their “ human cattle” into the more cruel and hopeless bondage of 
American slavery, in which unlawful trade it is manifest enough that 
the Industria was engaged. é 

Mr. M‘Leod, after a lengthy investigation, committed the captain for 
trial, taking the precaution of forwarding the depositions to the Attorney 
General—whose hands, we understand, they never reached. We should 
have thought that the ends of justice were now in a fair way of being se- 
cured, and that the guilt or innocence of the accused party would in due 
time be decided by the verdict of ajury. Weare not aware of any power, 
not even that of the crown itself, that can constitutionally supersede or 
annul the committal of an offender by a magistrate, when so committed 
for trial. We apprehend that the royal prerogative is limited to the exten- 
sion of mercy to the party after conviction. The jealousy of the British 
constitution will not, we say, allow the executive to interpose, for the pur- 
pose of shielding or screening an accused person, durante lite, from the 
grasp of the law and the jurisdiction of its tribunals. How then—on what 
grounds—under what plea has this man, in disregard of the regular com- 
mitment of a responsible magistrate, been liberated, untried, from prison— 
the embargo taken off, and the vessel permitted to leave a British port, 
with the strongest suspicion of her being unlawfully engaged in a most 
revolting description of the slave-trade ? 

It appears this has been done, and that too by a direct order from his 
Excellency the governor! Prejudiced and hostile as we believe Sir 
Charles Metcalfe to be to the anti-slavery cause, we would scarcely have 
given credence to such an extraordinary proceeding, so decided an usurpa- 
tion of power unsanctioned by the constitution, had not the statement been 
confirmed on undoubted authority. eat 

How will his Excellency justify the steps he has taken in this matter? 
Even admitting that he acted under the strongest impressions of De Saint 
being guiltless of the charges laid at his door—he had yet arrived at that 
conclusion on erparte evidence, and without consulting with the commit- 
ting magistrate, or calling on him to show on what grounds he had taken 
his mgasures against De Saint. Irrespective of any considerations as to the 
guilt or innocence of the accused, Sir Charles Metcalfe’s mode of proceed- 
ing is highly unconstitutional, and goes to establish a most dangerous pre- 
cedent. If his right to release De Saint from the gaol to which he had 
been committed to take his trial be recognized, then may Sir Charles on 
any other occasion, by his simple mandate, order any prisoner, whatever the 
nature of the charge against him, to be released from custody. nee 

What will the British government think of this affair? and how will it 
be received by the anti-slavery party !—Colonial Reformer. 





The Freedom’s Offering, or August collection of congregations attached 
to the Presbyterian Mission in Jamaica, in aid of the funds of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, amounts to the sum of £46 ster- 
ling. Several planters came forward of their own accord with liberal 
donations to the fund. 





The Baptist church at Devonshire-square, London, have una- 
nimously adopted the following proceedings, viz. :— 

“‘ The church having taken into consideration the fact that a large pro- 

rtion of the professors of religion in the United States buy, sell, and 
fold in bondage their fellow-creatures, and even their fellow-christians, not 
only without the censure, but with the approbation of the churches to 
which they belong, hereby declares its opinion that such conduct violates 
the command of Christ, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself’— 
robs man of his inalienable rights—and, as man-stealing, is classed by the 
apostle Paul with the most abominable crimes. 

“The church consequently expresses its judgment that slave-holders 
are disqualified for christian fellowship, and its determination to refuse 
communion to any person known to be the holder of a slave. 
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